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preparations, and defer the opening of the mint until
the time of the Queen's residence and Newcastle's
governorship. We may wonder why the artist respon-
sible for the entire coinage should have signed two dies
in particular, the one for a shilling, the other for a half-
crown [PL XII. Fig. 1], from the latter of which the
impressions are very rare, probably for the reason that
it cracked immediately, as is shown by the flaw on the
few specimens known to me ? 128

The shilling bearing Briot's signature [PI. XII. Fig1, 3]
is less rare, but by no means common, The answer to
the problem perhaps lies in the fact that these initialled
dies would establish the engraver's claim upon the King,
were proof needed of his loyalty, whilst the minute
letter would pass unnoticed unless special attention were
directed to it, and would not therefore endanger his
position at the Tower. We have seen, moreover, that
on May 30, Sir Edward Nicholas had written, informing
Briot that in view of his illness his Majesty would
dispense for the moment with his attendance on " the
requirement he had for your employment here/' thus
suggesting that a substitute had been found. Neverthe-
less Briot despatched his heavier instruments and
apparently smuggled through on his person some dies

las There is one specimen of the half-crown in the British Museum,
one was in the collection of the late Mr. Bliss, there is my own, once
the property of Mr. Lawrence, and one in the late Mr. Dudman's sale
of December, 1913. I ought to mention that some collectors (amongst
others Mr. Bliss, who kindly showed me his example) have heen inclined
to read the letter as an R rather than a B, the return of the letter
being lost in the circle of the O, hut on the exhibition of the coin to
the Society the majority were in favour of B, and it was so catalogued
at the Museum; the specimen in the Dudman collection reads B more
clearly. We need, therefore, not discuss their transference to Bawlins
or Eamage, with whose workmanship they are not agreed.